THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


For  the  Year  19*+ 7 of 


. s WTfp  **  ~ 

THE  RED I CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH^  ' 


To  the  DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


High  Conimon, 
Wymondham . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


July  1948. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1947. 

The  report  is  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Details 
of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Depwade  Rural  District  and  comments 
thereon  are  given  below. 

1 

The  estimated  population  of  your  District  is  16, 840  and  this 
is  30  less  than  that  of  1946,  The  birth  rate  Per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population  in  the  year  under  review  was  19.11,  which  is  only  very 
slightly  less  than  the  rate  for  1946  but  it  is  less  than  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  stands  at  21  per  1000.  The  percentage  of 
illegitimate  births  was  8.7,  which  compares  very  favourably  with  10,9 
for  1946  and  20.5%  for  1945. 


The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  births  \i as  33.13,  which 
shows  an  increase  on  1946. 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  per  estimated  1000  of  the 
population  15.15,  which  shows  an  increase  over  the  figure  12,62  for 
19h-6,  The  Death  Rate  for  your  District  is  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  in  general.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  higher  age  leVel  which 
exists  in  most  rural  areas.  Heart  Disease,  cerebral  haemorrhage,  and  other 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  accounted  for  approximately  55%  of  the 
total  deaths  and  a further  10%  were  due  to  cancer  of  various  sites.  Thus 
it  can  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  deaths  in  the  District  were  due  to 
diseases  associated  with  old  age. 


The  Mortality  Rate  in  infants  under  one  year  was  2- 
Legitimate  28.4  and  Illegitimate  6.23  per  1000  live  births. 

One  "woman  died  during  the  year  as  a result  of  child  birth. 

Three  persons  died  as  a result  of  tuberculosis. 

Seventeen  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  the  total  number  of  notified  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year 
in  your  District  was  102.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  ten  years  ago' 
in  1937  there  were  233  notified  cases  of ' Tuberculosis  in  your  District, 
considerably  more  than  double  the  number,  which  exists  today.  This  Seems 
to  give  evidence  of  the  effect,  over  the  years,  of  improved  housing, 
nutrition  and  working  conditions  on  the  people  inhabiting  your  District, 

It  is  important  to  note,  however  that  nearly  three  times  the  number  of 
new  cases  were  notified  during  1947  as  compared  with  1946  (17  compared 
with  6) . This  may  indicate  the  deleterious  effect  of  the  recent  war  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  increase  will  not  be  maintained. 

There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infections  during  the  year 
although  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  common  among  the  younger  school 
children.  Whooping  cough  cases  were  the  most  numerous  of  all  the  infectious 
diseases  and  particularly  so  during  the  summer  quarter.  There  were  no 
deaths  among  118  whooping  cough  sufferers  but  it  is  such  a disabling 
disease  in  young  children  that  it  is  to  be  honed  that  a successful  vaccine 
for  use  in  immunising  children  against  it  will  soon  be  found  and  taken 
into  general  use.  There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  all  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  which  is  a tribute  .to  the  success  of  the  Diphtheria 
immunisation  scheme. 


Two  cases  only,  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  in  the 
District  curing  the  national  epidemic  of  the  disease  which  occurred  during 
the  year.  Neither  of  the  cases  was  reported  to  be  severe. 


The  area  of  your  District  is  79, 742  acres. 

'The  population  (Registrar  General* s Estimate)  at  the  end  of  1947 
was  16,340.  ' / ‘ ; J < 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1931  Census  5,087  Year  1947-5  400  amrox 
Rateable  Value  3t7,42>+.  Product  of  Penny  Rato  £206  approx.  P‘  * 


Births  and  Deaths . 

L-ive  Births  °, 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Vital  Statis t ics  for  194 2 . 


Male 
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11 
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Female . 

127 

16 


Total . 
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Still  Births \ 
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which  gives  a Death  Rate 


Deaths . 

The  total  deaths  for  the  vear  were  251 
per  1000  of  14.90. 

j . Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  were  nil  and  one  woman  only,  died 
during  the  year  from  maternal  causes. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year . 

_ Male.  Female 

Legitimate  5 "TJ! 

Illegitimate  1 2. 

5 “5 


Total. 

" 9 
2 
ll 


M^aths_of^J_n;£ants_Under_l_Year__per  1,  000  live  births- 


Legitimate-  ”28764 


Illegitimate  S.23 


. The  following  table  show/s  the  live  birth  rate  for  Depwade  Rural 
District  ana  the  rate  for  England  and  Rales  for  the  past  five  vears  for 
comparison.  -1  * 


Xear . 
19^3. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 


Birth  Rate/10Q0_Depwade . 

1579  “ 

19.29 

17.02 

19.62 

19.11 


Birth  Rate/1000  England  & Wales. 

15.8' 

16.5 

16.1 

19.1 

21.0 


The  following  table  gives  a comparison  of  death  rates  for  the 
past  five  years . 


Year . 

1W3 
19M+ 
19V  5 
19^6 
19*+7 


Death  Rate/lOQQ  Depwade. 
13'.“19 
13.8 
13.23 
12.62 
15.15 


Death  Rate/1000  England  & .Wales . 
12.1 
11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 


£Me_.fQ llo w i n£__ t aM e__g i ves  the  causes  of.  death  in  1947 . 


Cause  of  Death 
Tuberculosis  ("Respiratory) 
11  other  forms 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Cancer 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Diseases 


T otal  (all  ages) 
2 
1 

3 

2 

26 

1 

39 

96 


Cause  of  Death 

Other  Diseases  of 
Bronchitis 


3 /Forward 
the  Circulation 


Total(all  ages) 
170 
8 
9 


Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Death  from  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Births  ' 

Congenital  Malformation., Birth  Injury. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  violent  Causes 
'All  other  causes 


11 

5 

1 

2 

6 

3 
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M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 
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Diphtheria 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ton 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

10 

3 

7 

1 

— 

— 

- 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

56 

62 

6 

12 

10 

5 

30 
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10 

11 
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31 

32 

Ik 

13 

b 

b 

3 

k 

10 

11 

Pneumonia 

8 

9 

k 

b 

i:. 

1 

- 

2 

5 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

5 

1 

3 

- 

1 

■- 

1 

2 

- 

Puer .Pryx. 

5 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

J aundice 

6 

- 

1 

3 

5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ophthal .Neon. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ml 

Poleomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis . 

Pulmonary 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

b 

- 

1 

3 

- 

Non  Pulmonary 

k 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

- 

7 cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals 
for  treatment  and  in  all  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
the  premises  were  fumigated  after  the  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Under 

Between 

5 

1 & 1.5 

Estimated  number  of  children 
in  Authority’s  Area  Mid-19k7 

lk5o 

2520 

Percentage  of  child  population 
immunised  at  31.Dec.  19k7» 

39.3 

76.7 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER; 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Samples  taken  from  Wells 
and  Boreholes  with  results  as  shown;- 


BORE- HOLES;-  No 

. Taken . 

No  ...  fit . 

No.  unfit . 

No.  doubtful 

9 

Bacteriological 

2 

— 

1 (a) 

Examination. 

Chemical  Analysis 

5 

k 

1 (b) 

- 

SHALLOW  WELLS; 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

23 

6 

15 

2 

Chemical  Analysis 

15 

-5 

J. 

Total 

§0 

27 

25 

8 

Notes s-  (a)  The  doubtful  sample  was  subsequently  re-examined  and 
found  to  be  a good  water. 

(b)  The  unfit  sample  was  taken  from  a disused  bore-hole  on 
the  old  Searchlight  site  at  Fritton  Common,  but  water 
from  it  is  not  being  used  for  any  purpose. 

Surface  Wells  throughout  the  district  showed  a distinct  drop  in  water 
levels  - so  much  so  - that  during  the  late  Summer  and  Autumn  water  had 
to  be  Carted  to  premises  in'  the  parishes'  oi  Aslacton,  Bressingham,  Bunwell, 
Denton,  Fundenhall,  Gissing,  Gt.  Moulton,  Pulham  Market  and  Tacolneston, 

Shallow  wells  are  a continual  source  of  concern  in  the  District  for 
many,  on  bacteriological  examination,  are  shown  by  their  nature  to  be' 
open  to  serious  pollution  and  it  is  probable  that  many  of  these  wells,  if 
they  do  not  produce  actual  disease,  have  a deleterious  effect  on  health. 
The  construction  of  new  wells  of  this  type  should  not  be  encouraged 
except  with  very  careful  safeguards  and,  certainly  such  wells  should  not 
be  sunk  in  gardens,  which  are  at  the  same  time  used  for  the  o.isposal  01 
night  soil. 


PIPED  SUPF  LIES s 


Chlorination  is  carried  out  at  Harleston.  n 

Samples  of  Mains  Water  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  numbered 
8-6  were  found  to  be  fit  and  2 unfit. 


The  2 Unfit  samples  were  taken  from  Scole  immediately  after 
completion  of  the  extension  taken  from  Dissc  Further  samples  w 
subsequently  taken  after  further  chlorination  and  found  to  be 


the 

ere 

satisfactory 


t 


There  is  no  appreciable  change  in  the  water  levels  oi  the  jore  holes 
at  the  Council’s  Main  Keadworks  at  Harleston  and  Long  Stratton. 


During  the  yeAr  new  mains  were  laid  from  the  Diss  boundary  to  the 
parishes  of  Scole,  Dickleburgh  and  Roydon,  and  work  in  connection  with 
the  extension  of  the  Long  Stratton  main  to  Morningthorpe  ano.  Hempnall 
was  commenced. 


In  addition  to  this,  piped 
Converted  Dwellings  on  the  Ex. 
the  latter  from  the  Way land  R. 


water  has  been  supplied  to  a number  of 
R.AcF.  Sites  at  Thorpe  Abbotts  and  Fersfield 
D.  C.  mains. 


The  number  of  dwellings  and  approximate  population  being  supplied  from 
piped  water  is  as  follows s- 


Parish . 
Harleston 
Long  Stratton 
Scole 
Roydon 

Morningthorpe 
Thorpe  Abbotts 
Fersfield 


Dj  rect  to  Houses 

3 W 
125 
2 

17 

7 

16 


By  Standpipe 

y- 

l6 

2 

1 


E s t . populati on 

1385  ' 
h55 
8 

60 

h 

25 

56 


Approximately  11.83^  of  the  Depwade  Rural  District  population. derive 
their  watersupply  from  water  mains.  The  remainder  are  supplied  chief ly 
from  shallo w wells.  The  development  oie^jy&n§Local ^ which  tne 

Council  has  undertaken  ajroeans  to  be  a proper  solution  to  xiuffiboof  the 
water  supp’ly  problem  $1 /tne  district  and  its  extension  seems  highly 
desirable.,  where  possible  pending  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  Regional 

Scheme. 

* 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE,. 

No  major  works  in  connection  with  Sewerage  or  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


NIGHT  SOIL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION . 

- In  the  past  few  years  the  collection  of  night  soil  and  household 
refuse  was  confined  to  the  parish  of  Iiarleston  and  carried  out  lay- 
contract;  It  was  reported  during  the  year  that  in  spite  of  constant 
supervision  the  service  proved  very  unsatisfactory  and  you  wisely  decided 
to  purchase  a Dennis  10  cub:  yard  vehicle  and  change  over  to  a direct 
labour  scheme  as  from  January  1st,  1948. 

HOUSING. 


In  accordance  with  the  government’s  general  policy  action  strictly 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  to  improve  conditions 
of  existing  housing  has  been  considerably  curtailed  since  the  war. 

However  in  cases  where  complaints  are  received  or  urgent  defects  noted 
in  the  course  of  the  Housing  Survey,  informal  requests  have  been  sent 
to  owners  to  have  minimum  repairs  carried  out  and  in  most  cases  owners- 
have  complied  with  the  requirements. 

Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1949  houses  had  been  inspected  and 
placed  in  the  various  categories  as  follows s- 


Category 

1. 

Fit  in  all  respects. 

M-13. 

n 

2. 

Unfit  Hit  requiring 
minor  repairs . 

only 

t» 

3. 

Unfit  but  requiring 
repairs , 

major 

728. 

u 

4. 

Unfit  and  incapable 
brought  up  to  requir 
standard . 

to  being 
ed  housing 

404. 

Analysis  of  these  figures  show  that,  of  the  1949  houses  surveyed 
up  to  the  end  of  1947,  20m  are  judged  to  pe  unfit  for  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  made  fit,  A further  3 rF/°  require  major  repairs  to  make 
them  fit  for  habitation.  The  results  of  the  survey  therefore  give  little 
cause  for  satisfaction  at  the  state  of  many  houses  existing  in  the  District 
x See  Para,  at  end. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1917 . 

Number  of  factories  on  register s- 

Factories  using  mechanical  power.........  ..56 

" .without  11  " ...........  ,23 

Total.  . . . . . . . . ... * 

During  the  year  5l  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made 
(including  bakehouses)  and  in  6 cases  it  was  found  that  lime  washing 
of  the  walls  etc.  was  required  and  in  peases  repairs  or  cleansing 
required  to  the  sanitary  conveniences.  In  each  instance  the  necessary 
work  was  carried  out  following  informal  action. 

Only.l  case  of  out  work' being  carried  on  in  a private  house  has 
been  notified  in  the  district,  and  conditions  there  are  quite  satisfactory, 

GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECT ION . 

The  usual  routine  inspections  of  other  premises  c.ontr oiled  by  the 
Public  Health  Act  and  investigations  into  complaints  of  alleged  nuisances 
from  ditches,  cesspools  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  and  in  no  cases 
has  other  than  informal  action  been  necessary  to  remedy  any  nuisance 

found. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  7 cwts . 1 qtr.  llfeLbs  of  various  foodstuffs  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  included  - Beef  l6lbs . 
Pork  30  lbs.  Bacon  85  lbs.  Various  tinned  meats  119  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  b35  persons  registered  for  the 
production  and  sale  of  milk  in  the  district  - including  97  producer 
retailers  and  b retailers  who  purchase  milk  by  wholesale. 

During  the  year  270  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  made 
to  inspect  on  general  conditions  and  advise  on  improvements  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  was  found. 

MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICF.-.CREAM . 

During  the  year' the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations 
1947  came  into  force,  as  a result  of  which  only  one  of  the  persons  who 
had  previously  made  ice-cream  in  the  district  decided  to  carry  on  business. 

In  this  case  a suitable  room  was  used  for  the  exclusive  use  of  ice-cream 
manufactu:  e and  although  the  necessary  plant  was  not  immediately  available 
every  effort  was  made  to  comply  with  the  Regulations.  (Notes  the  necessary 
plant  has  been  subsequently  installed) . 

Early  in  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  also  started  a new  experimental 
testing  method  for  the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  (known 
as  the  methylene  blue  test  - similar  to  that  used  for  designated  milks 
results  being  graded  from  Grade  I (very  good)  to  Grade  IV  (inferior) . 

During  the  ice-cream  season  two  samples  from  the  manufacturer  in  this 
District  were  submitted  and  were  graded  III  and  IV.  This  was  however,  no 
serious  reflection  on  the  manufacturer,  as  without  the  proper  plant  it  is 
impossible  to  say  if  the  required  temperatures  etc.  are  maintained  during 
the  process.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  3b  samples  submitted  from 
the  whole  of  the  County  Area  during  August  and  September  only  7 were  graded 
I or  II. 

Apart  from  this  one  manufacturer  only  2 other  shops  in  the  District 
sell  ice-cream,  and  in  each  case  it  is  sold  pre-packed  as  received  from 
makers  of  good  repute. 

GENERAL  FOOD  PREMISES . 

* 

Routine  inspections  continue  to  be  made  of  butchers  shops,  other 
food  shops,  and  all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  to  the 
public  and  in  general  conditions  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  this  connection  I should  like  to  stress  the  point  that  food 
handlers  should  exercise  strict  cleanliness  in  their  personal  habits  - 
particularly  as  to  the  washing  of  hands  after  using  sanitary  conveniences . 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  recently  distributed  to  all  occupiers  of 
these  premises  posters  etc,,  emphasising  these  points  and  I feel  that  too 
much  publicity  cannot  be  given  to  this  matter,  to  ensure  the  minimum 
of  risk  of  passing  infections  to  the  public  by  reason  of  carelessness 
in  handling  food. 

HOLoi  G (cost-war) 

During  t ;e  year,  despite  the  many  shortages  and  delays  your  building 
pro  ramme  was  pressed  forward.  2 Airey;  3 Swedish  Timber  and  31 
brie  houses  were-  completed  and  occupied,  making  a total  of  122  permanent 
houses  o cup led  by  the  end  of  19b7.  In  addition  2b  dwellings  were 
provided  by  conversions  to  the  10  year  standard  of  ex- government  buildings. 


